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TO CONSERVE BELIZE'S CRITICAL WETLAND HABITATS AND 
PROTECTED SPECIES, SPECIFICALLY CROCODILIANS, THROUGH 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TO PRESERVE WILDLIFE FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

OUR  M ISS ION

Photo by Christina Manzi. Captive Morelet’s crocodile, Crocodylus 
moreletii. Rescued by ACES due to aggressive behavior brought 
on by illegal feeding.



ACES Celebrates 2018 Croc Conservation Initiatives Successful  

In  2018,  ACES  Team  and  its  supporters  made  significant  progress 
toward achieving ACES strategic plan, which focuses on conservation of 
critical wetland habitats while strengthening crocodile conservation and 
preserving  protected  species  by  reconnecting  people  with  nature. 
Establishing  a  powerful  coalition  for  mangrove  conservation  and 
restoring  wetlands  through  community  clean-ups  and  extensive 
educational  outreach,  ACES,  alongside  local  communities,  produced 
cleaner  wildlife  nesting  grounds  and  improved  local  water  quality 
resulting in a healthier environment for people, crocodiles, and other 
wildlife to coexist while encouraging species recovery.

On  the  sustainability  front,  ongoing  crocodile  population  surveys, 
rescues, relocations, research, and education were made possible thanks 
to new and returning patrons of ACES Crocodile Scientific Investigators 
(CSI)  Belize educational eco-excursions; ACES beloved, yearly, grantor 
Fondation  Brigitte  Bardot;  fundraisers;  interns;  monetary  and  in-kind 
donations; and, most important, increased community involvement. 

ACES future survival strategy is to evolve with rapidly altering climate 
change  through  a  growing  focus  on  our  observed  shifting  of  the 
American crocodile’s population demographics and water quality trends 
around Ambergris Caye.

On a personal note, Vince and I are eternally grateful for the dedication 
and  passion  of  ACES’  directors  of  operations,  Chris  Summers  and 
Christina  Manzi.  Devoting  himself  to  crocodile  conservation  for  over 
eight years, Chris’s prompt responses to croc calls, day and night, have 
continued to keep people, pets, crocs, and communities safer. Christina 
has brought a fresh inspiration, like no other, which has roused a new 
contagious love and respect for the crocodiles and environment of Isla 
Bonita. As ACES Founders, it is our pleasure to step back and encourage 
this next generation of  croc crusaders to take ACES to unimaginable 
levels. We thank you all for your support! 

Looking forward to a WILD 2019,
Cherie Chenot~Rose & Vincent Rose, ACES Founders

YOUR HELP TAKES A BITE OUT OF EXTINCTION!

FROM THE  FOUNDERS

ACES Founders, Vince & Cherie with Island Academy students

ACES Founders, Vince & Cherie relocate problematic illegally fed crocodile from WASA



THE  COMMUNITY  HAS  SHOWN MORE  RESPECT  AND CARE  
FOR  THE  CROCODILES  THAN EVER  BEFORE

Photo by Christina Manzi. The community helps carry this 11.5-foot wild American crocodile named 
Charlie to ACES’ vehicle for relocation after strolling down the streets of a busy neighborhood. 



“I’ve gone from ‘fearing the 
beast’ to appreciating their 
beauty”

-ACES Facebook follower

Photo by Christina Manzi. A wild American crocodile, 
Crocodylus acutus, slinks into the water.



This has been one of our most positive years yet, with more 
people reaching out to us to assist wildlife in danger than in the 
previous  four  years.  We're  seeing  more  people  interested  in 
finding long-term solutions to safely live alongside crocodiles, 
an overall greater interest, respect and care for the welfare of 
the native crocodiles,  and more people wanting to volunteer 
their time to further conservation efforts on the land, sea, and 
lagoons.

2018 has seen organizations and individuals hosting numerous 
cleanups of the environment, and pulling literal tons of trash 
from  the  mangroves,  land,  and  waters  on  every  occasion. 
Vigilant  citizens  have  alerted  us  to  crocodiles  in  perilous 
situations and assisted us in the rescue of many other species 
of  wildlife  throughout  the  year.  Children  at  schools  and 
summer  camps  have  rewarded  our  visits  by  demonstrating 
knowledge  retained  from  previous  presentations,  and 
assistance from the public during late night and early morning 
rescues has left us humbled by the compassion for crocodiles 
we have witnessed time and time again.  

Everything we've seen and everything San Pedro achieved this 
year wouldn't have been possible without involvement from a 
community that cares,  and we want to extend a huge thank 
you!  There are  so many people  and organizations who have 
supported  us,  such  as  people  volunteering  their  time  and 
energy  to  remove  trash  from  our  precious  mangroves, 
donations of supplies for crocodile coexistence projects,  and 
donation of funds to support our overall mission of preserving 
our  wildlife  and  environment.  We  are  so  very  grateful  for 
everything the growing community has accomplished this year.

Chris Summers & Christina Manzi, ACES directors of operations
Photo by Amanda Hodge Johnson. Chris and Christina prepare American 
crocodile Julio for transportation to his new permanent habitat at Rainforest 
Adventure Zone due to many years of problematic behavior. 

2018 - YEAR IN REVIEW



FONDATION BRIGITTE BARDOT DONATES 
A VEHICLE FOR CONSERVATION

Fondation Brigitte Bardot, a French organization dedicated to animal protection since 1986, has been a key benefactor 
of ACES, providing funding for emergency wildlife rescues and the protection of habitat for crocodiles in Belize since 
2012. Since ACES’ previous vehicle was prone to mechanical failure at the most inconvenient times, Fondation Brigitte 
Bardot provided us with a generous grant to purchase a new vehicle.  With this new vehicle,  ACES has responded 
without fail to numerous wildlife emergencies across the island, including the relocation of some stubborn snakes and 
the rescue of stranded and/or injured birds, as well as responding to the usual crocodile-related calls.

Crocodiles  are  not  the  only  ones  benefiting 
from  Fondation  Brigitte  Bardot’s  donation. 
ACES  and  our  new  utility  vehicle  have  been 
working on numerous community projects to 
help  achieve  harmonious  human-crocodile 
coexistence.  The  vehicle  assists  in  hauling 
trash  during  community  environmental 
cleanups  to  provide  a  cleaner  habitat  for  all 
wildlife,  collects  and  distributes  pallets  and 
wood to create croc barricades for those living 
directly on the water, and is available to assist 
the community in times of emergency.

THANK YOU!

Photo by Jared Storrs. ACES directors of operations, Chris Summers and 
Christina Manzi, pose with the new vehicle after four days of hauling trash 
out of the wetland habitats during the BTIA Big Garbage Clean Up..



Not  10  minutes  after  completing  the  registration  of  ACES  new 
vehicle donated by Fondation Brigitte Bardot, it was on its way to 
an emergency relocation of a 10.5-foot American crocodile named 
Eeyore  who had situated himself  under  a  residential  home and 
refused  to  move.  Once  the  animal  was  safely  and  humanely 
secured, he was transported in the new vehicle to a location north 
of town and rereleased in an area full of mangrove channels. But 
wait,  the  vehicle’s  first  day  on the  job  wasn’t  over  yet!  Fifteen 
minutes after the release of Eeyore, ACES received yet another call 
about a 9-foot American crocodile named Parta who had crawled 
underneath someone else’s home in a different neighborhood and 
stubbornly refused to vacate the premises. So once again, ACES’

FIRST DAY ON THE JOB
brand new (but now very dirty) vehicle moved the heavy animal out 
of harm’s way to a more suitable croc habitat. Now, you may be 
wondering,  is  a  crocodile  going underneath a  home a common 
occurrence? Not necessarily. There is usually an explanation as to 
why the crocs decide to take residence underneath a home, as well 
as  ways  to  avoid  such  behavior.  In  both  emergency  crocodile 
response cases on this particular evening, the houses contained a 
considerable amount of trash and old food scraps used to fill the 
land, which played a major role in attracting the animals to their 
homes. Crocodiles naturally fear humans; keeping your yard clean 
and erecting small  barriers is usually enough to keep our scaly 
friends at a safe distance for the sake of both us and the crocodile.

Photo by Christina Manzi. The first of two wild American crocodiles 
removed from underneath homes and transported to a relocation 
point in ACES’ newly donated vehicle on the day of its arrival.



REHAB IL ITAT ION  PONDS
Thanks  to  our  benefactors,  in  2018  we 
continued  to  be  able  to  provide  emergency 
rescue and care to both American and Morelet’s 
crocodiles throughout Belize. Funds raised from 
individual  donations,  fundraising  events,  and 
ACES’ evening educational excursions have paid 
for the construction of four new rehabilitation 
habitats on Ambergris Caye. We are now able to 
better care for sick and/or injured crocodiles of 
any size while having as little contact with them 
as possible to ensure they retain wild behavior.

These freshwater soft release ponds, equipped 
with  mechanical,  biological,  and  UV  filtration, 
are  designed to  mimic  the  crocodile’s  natural 
habitat  in  preparation  for  their  reintroduction 
back to the wild.

Adult rehabilitation pen. Sub-adult rehabilitation pond.

Hatchling, yearling, and juvenile 
rehabilitation habitat.



WILDLIFE RESCUES
Belize  is  home to  jungle,  savanna,  rivers,  mangrove  islands,  lagoons,  and  the  second 
largest barrier reef in the world beneath the turquoise blue waters of the Caribbean Sea. 
Within these complex ecosystems lies an abundance of life. From big cats, coati,  tapir, 
white-lipped peccary, yellow head parrots, scarlet macaw, green iguanas, bonefish, nurse 
sharks, and eagle rays, millions of  tropical species thrive here in Belize. 

ACES Team is actively located on Ambergris Caye, Belize’s northern-most caye, separated 
by a small channel from mainland Mexico. Because of this close proximity to the mainland, 
the caye has a unique array of wildlife not typically seen on islands; thus, we receive calls 
about anything and everything that runs, crawls, slithers, climbs or flies. With the guidance 
of  partnering expert  organizations,  ACES is  able to respond to calls  of  various wildlife 
species in danger, in addition to crocodiles.

ACES is fortunate to be in this position where we have the resources to assist with a variety 
of wildlife. In 2018 alone, we received a total of 150 wildlife calls—132 were croc-related 
calls  and  18   calls  regarding  other  species  of  wildlife.  We  shared  our  home  with  a 
magnificent frigatebird who needed to recover from a nasty drop into the ocean; captured a 
pelican to remove a fishing hook with 30 feet of tangled line attached, which immobilized 
its wings; and assisted with numerous other wildlife species needing transport for more 
specialized care. Herons, grackles, pootoos, pelicans, pigeons, ospreys, boa constrictors, 
and turtles… We’ve seen them all this year and we are grateful to be in a position to help!

Top - Photo by Christina Manzi. Brown pelican freed from fishing hook and tangled line. Lower left - Boa constrictor 
removed from construction site and immediately rereleased. Lower middle - Abused furrowed wood turtle confiscated 
and transported for rehab. Lower right - Photo by Ben Popik. A wet and shivering magnificent frigatebird found 
clinging to a rock rescued and transported for specialized care. 



Croc-Human Conflicts resolved by ACES 
Country-wide in Belize 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Crocodile calls received & responded to 26 61 48 173 110 98 84 117 132

Nuisance crocs relocated 9 27 8 29 25 26 16 22 17

Problematic crocs relocated 2 6 5 7 8 2 5 4 5

Crocs rescued, rehabilitated, and re-released 3 10 21 67 91 45 21 18 15

Problematic crocs placed in captivity 5 3 5 5 4 2 5 8 1

Illegal and/or inhumane captive crocs rescued 0 22 1 6 1 4 2 1 0

Documented croc deaths due to illness/natural causes 2 1 1 4 7 3 0 2 2

Documented croc deaths due to man 16 3 6 5 8 4 6 12 4

Crocs found with human-inflicted injuries (i.e., bullet/machete wounds) 11 4 2 10 0 1 1 1 0

Live crocs found with tails chopped off for illegal sale of the meat 0 4 1 6 2 1 0 0 0

Other wildlife calls received and responded to 0 0 3 20 3 4 3 9 18

Reported croc attacks fatal on humans UNK UNK 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Reported croc attacks non-fatal on humans UNK UNK 2 0 2 0 1 1 1

Photo by Karen Brodie. A sub-adult American crocodile swims 
through a trash-filled canal. 



On Friday, January 26, 2018, ACES departed on their usual evening Educational 
Crocodile Excursion hoping to spot, catch, and tag an American crocodile to add 
to  their  ongoing population and distribution survey,  but  what  they  ended up 
catching has left them baffled. Chris Summers, ACES director of operations and 
field  biologist,  was  educating  guests  while  surveying  around  Captain  Shark’s 
boatyard canal  when he spotted a the glowing eyes of  a  croc.  He safely  and 
humanely caught the crocodile, planning to quickly tag, measure, and rerelease, 
but when he brought this crocodile inside the boat, Chris realized that what he 
had was a freshwater  Morelet’s  crocodile,  which are only  found in freshwater 
habitats, not in saltwater lagoons of Ambergris Caye. Though both species are 
native to Belize, the saltwater American crocodiles can survive and thrive in both 
salt  water  and  fresh  water,  while  the  freshwater  Morelet’s  crocodile  cannot. 
Morelet’s crocodiles do not possess the ability to tolerate saltwater well and can 
rapidly dehydrate when exposed to these environments for  extended periods, 
eventually leading to death.

So how did this freshwater crocodile end up on the island? ACES is asking that 
very question and is hoping that anyone with any information will contact them. “I 
am certain that someone had possession of this animal and brought him to the 
island. He absolutely did not get here on his own,” Summers states. He goes on 
to say that the croc’s behavior indicated he’d been regularly handled by people. 
In addition, he had fresh wounds around the top and bottom jaws from being tied 
shut with rope for an extended period, a gash on his back right leg, again likely 
caused by being tied up, was underweight from not being fed properly, and also 
had a small portion of his tail missing. It was apparent that the croc had not been 
in the hands of people that humanely care for animals and he had the wounds to 
prove it.

Under the guidance of the Belize Forest Department, and with the help of the 
Quality Poultry Products boat, ACES transported the croc back to the mainland 
where he was taken deep into the bush to live his life in the wild far from people 
in the fresh waters he was meant to inhabit.

Article published in The San Pedro Sun; written by Christina Manzi

HOW DID A FRESHWATER CROC 
END UP ON AMBERGRIS CAYE?

Photo by David Ozier

Photo by David Ozier



Left: Garbage bag ingested by a 
wild 10-foot American crocodile 
and the fishing line it was tied to  
that was tangled around his snout

Removal of fishing hook from inside the belly 
of a wild 10-foot American crocodile

Below: Constricting fishing line 
removed from the tail of a wild 
sub-adult American crocodile

FISHING GEAR CATCHES 
MORE THAN FISH



CAPT IVE  CROCODILES
ACES,  working  under  the  authority  of 
the Belize Forest Department, strives to 
re-release  all  rescued  animals;  for  all 
that,  non-releasable  animals  that  are 
severely  injured  or  large  problematic 
crocodiles   dangerous  to  humans  are 
compassionately  cared  for  in  secured 
natural habitats.

Photo by Christina Manzi. ACES newest 
captive American crocodile, Julio, enjoys a 
snack in his natural habitat, funded by FBB, at 
ACES partnering Rainforest Adventure Zone.

ACES Jan 1, 2018 - Dec 31, 2018  
Crocodile Long-term Captivity Numbers

STATUS AMERICAN 
CROCODILES

MORELET’S 
CROCODILES

OTHER 
WILDLIFE

Total at Facility Jan 1 8 10 0
No. of Animal Intakes 17 4 13

No. Eggs Intake 24 0 0
Non-viable eggs 24 0 0

No. of Captive Births 0 0 0
No. Captive Euthanized 0 0 0

No. Deaths in captivity 2 0 1

No. Re-released 14 1 5

No. Transferred Out 0 2 7
Total at Facility Dec 31 9 11 0
Permanent Captivity 7 11 0

Status Pending 2 0 0



Photo by Christina Manzi. Captive American 
crocodile, Jaws, smiles for the camera. Rescued 
by ACES in 2011, Jaws is in captivity due to a 
severe injury on his lower jaw from a machete at a 
young age. The jaw healed in such a way that 
prevents him from successfully hunting on his own, 
so he resides in ACES care where he is 
guaranteed a meal, natural habitat, and space to 
grow thanks to funds provided by Fondation 
Brigitte Bardot. 



LIFE FINDS A WAY: A UNIQUE DISCOVERY
In late June, as the hatching American crocodiles were 
emerging from their eggs, we embarked, flashlights in 
hand, on our nocturnal eyeshine survey. As we shine in 
the darkness, nothing is more exciting than seeing tiny 
reflections  scattered  along  the  surface  of  the  water 
staring  back  at  you  -  the  eyes  of  crocodiles.  This 
evening was particularly special, as not only did we see 
healthy hatchlings just a couple days old, but sunken 
just under the surface was the beautiful 9-foot mama 
croc sticking around to protect her young; such a great 
example of the maternal care provided by crocodiles! 
When we started searching for her nest, we came upon 
another  fascinating  find  -  mama  croc  created  a 
successful  mound  nest.  American  crocodiles  are 
typically  hole  nesters,  digging  their  nests  into  soft 
sand or dirt above the water table. Given that the land 
she was nesting on was made of rock, she adapted, 
scrapping  together  leaves,  sticks,  small  stones,  and 
dirt  in  the  area  and  incubated  her  eggs  inside  the 
mound. Though there have been cases documented by 
other researchers in Florida and in Belize of American 
crocodiles exhibiting mound nesting habits, in ACES’ 
12  years  of  crocodile  conservation  and  research  in 
Belize,  we  have  never  come  across  an  American 
crocodile mound nesting until now.

American  crocodiles  are  an  endangered  species  in 
Belize. As the country is rapidly gaining popularity, the 
biggest threat to the survival of the species is loss of 
nesting ground. Since they are typically hole nesters, 
they have been in a losing battle with development for 
high and dry  ground,  especially  on Ambergris  Caye. 
Finding a mound nest means that there is hope for the 
American crocodile population in Belize.  Adapting to 
their  environment  and  utilizing  mound  nesting 
techniques will greatly expand the amount of nesting 
ground  available  to  them,  ideally  resulting  in  an 
increase in their numbers.Photos by Christina Manzi. A wild 9-foot female American crocodile lies on the bottom of a 

canal, while approximately 30 of her couple-day-old hatchlings swim above her. 



RESEARCH AND CONSERVAT ION  INTERNS

Ciaran O'Mordha is a student of biology at Maynooth University in Ireland 
with a passion for conservation. As his overall goal is to work in the field, 
assisting communities in achieving harmonious coexistence, he came to 
ACES to learn more about crocodiles and life as a conservationist. "I learnt 
more  about  the  biology  and  behavior  of  both  species,  Crocodylus 
acutus and Crocodylus moreletii, and more importantly their niche as 
an  apex  predator  in  their  habitats,  than  all  the  wildlife  books  and 
documentaries I have watched since childhood.”

Raven Schuman   is a student of wildlife health at the 
University of Tennessee. She came to Belize on a study 
abroad program and fell in love. She participated in a 
two-week internship with ACES to see if her fascination 
with crocodiles was something she would be interested 
in  pursuing   as  a  career.   "My  experience  made  me 
more passionate about conservation than I already 
was  and  influenced  me to  change  my  major,  too, 
from  animal  science  to  wildlife  health.”  Raven’s 
curiosity has blossomed and she has already returned 
to volunteer with ACES since her internship completion. 
She is now conducting her very own crocodile research 
project in Belize!

“Working closely with the ACES team I dealt with a variety of dynamic situations 
ranging from communication with locals on crocodile education, to preparing 
snares, bait and traps designed to humanely capture, relocate and re-release 
crocodiles, in addition to crocodile husbandry. Throughout my internship, the 
ACES team was always very helpful, constantly teaching and inspiring me, and I 
hope going forward to return to ACES and continue to gain invaluable 
experience for my career in wildlife conservation.” 

-ACES intern Ciaran O’Mordha



REVENUE & SUPPORT (BZD) 2017 2018

Previous Year Balance 3,406 8,455

Donations 1,476 4,232

Grants 18,980 34,614

Fundraisers 1,930 8,904

Student Interns 0 6,000

CSI Belize Educational Excursion Revenue 38,820 77,610

TOTAL Support and Revenue 64,612 139,815

In-Kind Revenue 7,400 2,027

EXPENSES (BZD) 2017 2018

Equipment - tape, ropes, microchips, etc. 1,764 4,510

Captive Crocs Food & Care 1,452 1,059

Fuel & Oil 1,617 6,219

Maintenance (rehab ponds, croc habitats, and equipment) 29 21,526

Maintenance (Club Cart, boat) 7,046 6,410

Project Fondation Brigitte Bardot 17,427 34,619

Travel Expenses (rescues, research, community outreach) 11,703 11,873

Local Wages 13,648 39,272

Community Outreach (education events, enviro. clean-ups) 0 865

Administration Fees (permit fees, licenses, registrations) 1,471 3,405

TOTAL Expenses 56,157 129,758

End-of-Year Balance 8,455 10,057

REVENUE

58%

2%
3%

4%
7%

26%

Grants Fundraisers
Interns Donations
In-kind Educational tours

HOW YOUR  MONEY  WAS  SPENT
In  2018,  ACES  has  seen  remarkable  growth  in 
revenue  and  support  thanks  to  increased 
participation  in  ACES  CSI  Belize  educational 
excursions  and  interns;  successful  fundraising 
events; an increase in monetary support from the 
community; and the largest grant ACES has ever 
received  (Fondation  Brigitte  Bardot).  With  this 
increase in available funding, we have been able 
to  extend  our  mangrove  habitat  conservation 
efforts  extensively  and  fully  assist  the  Belize 
Forest  Department  with  all  consultations  and 
rescue assistance requests country wide.



– J O H N N Y  A P P L E S E E D

“Type a quote here.” 

HAB ITAT  PROTECT ION
Photo by Karen Brodie. Over four days, 150 volunteers 
came together to clean the roads and wetland habitat of 
Ambergris Caye during the Belize Tourism Industry 
Association’s (SP BTIA) Big Garbage Clean Up, sponsored 
by ACES, San Pedro Town Council, and Oceana Belize.



A TIME FOR CHANGE:
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN-UPS

You can’t protect a species without also protecting its habitat. 
One  of  our  largest  focuses  in  2018  was  cleaning  the 
environment  and  wetland  habitats  housing  our  protected 
crocodilians and other precious wildlife. The entire planet has 
problems with pollution. Land and water worldwide are plagued 
with plastics that take countless lifetimes to break down, and 
Belize  is  no  exception.  From  the  complex  prop  roots  of 
mangrove cayes, to the very bottom of the Great Blue Hole, you 
will find plastic pollution of one sort or another. To tackle this 
problematic pollution is a feat that must be taken on by not one 
but many individuals, and that is exactly what we have seen in 
2018. There has been great movement in Belize in 2018, an 
awakening of  environmental  awareness from all  walks of  the 
community.  From  the  very  top  of  the  government  drafting 
legislation  to  ban  single-use  plastics,  to  individual  citizens 
taking it upon themselves to do what they can to combat this 
plague,  and  even  high  school  students  starting  their  own 
recycling projects; the battle against pollution in Belize has 
truly begun!

2018  saw  numerous  trash  clean-ups  happening  across 
Ambergris Caye: small weekly clean-ups with a few people on 
the beach;  clean-ups by boats with up to 50 people wading 
deep into water and mangrove hauling out tons of  trash for 
disposal; and, one large-scale clean-up, lasting four days with 
30 paid workers and 150 volunteers, who in the end saw two 
mountains of trash over 20 feet tall removed from the side of 
the road and mangrove channel along the San Pedrito Highway. 
The  combined  efforts  of  the  eco-conscious  community  and 
visitors are making a difference. The war on plastic pollution 
has begun, and we plan to win this battle for all who call Belize 
home. 

Above - Photo by MJ Leslie. Volunteers pick trash out of the mangrove during ACES Lagoon 
Clean-Up. Below - Photo by Karen Brodie. Christina Manzi jumps for joy seeing the pile of 
garbage that was removed from the mangroves during day one of the four-day clean-up.



Photo courtesy of The San Pedro Sun. ACES’ Lagoon 
Clean-Up pulls 5,000 pounds of trash from the waters and 
mangrove of Laguna del San Pedro; vital wetland habitat 
for the local American crocodile population.



EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE
Conservation starts with education, achieved 
through  visits  to  schools,  summer  camps, 
educational  events,  and taking the time to 
talk  to  members  of  the  community  when 
responding to croc calls  to teach the next 
generation about the importance of crocs, as 
well as a clean and balanced ecosystem. 

Each and every year we are amazed by the 
respect  and  knowledge  retained  by  these 
youngsters from our previous visits.  These 
eager young minds are the future of Belize, 
and the future is looking bright indeed!

Photos by Christina Manzi. Upper left and lower left - Kids enjoy croc-
themed activities at a carnival fundraising event. Upper right - Chris 
Summers educates high school students at a conservation event at 
Shipstern Conservation & Management Area. Lower right - ACES and 
Belize Forest Department officers educate children about wildlife at 
Caye Caulker Roman Catholic School. 



LOOKING FORWARD
COEXISTING WITH CROCS

For  2019  we  aim  to  lower  the  amount  of  crocodiles  needing  relocation.  2018 
showed us people are more willing than ever to take measures to coexist alongside 
our reptilian friends, so that we did not have to move crocodiles out of their natural 
habitat.  Through continued education, and aiding members of the community in 
acquiring the necessary materials for croc barriers, we will continue striving to find a 
balance between our growing communities and the animals that  are vital  to the 
balance of a healthy ecosystem.

HABITAT PROTECTION
The  support  received  with  the 
numerous  large  scale  clean-ups  of 
2018  was  overwhelming.  The  largely 
overlooked  mangrove  and  lagoons 
received a lot of attention, but there’s 
still a long way to go and we won’t quit 
until  the  mangroves  are  as  pristine 
clean as the reef, for without one, we 
certainly won’t have the other.

CONTINUED EDUCATION
Our very own Christina Manzi is going for a brief internship with the wildlife 
veterinarian  at  Belize  Wildlife  and  Referral  Clinic.  We  wish  to  extend  our 
knowledge of medical care for crocodilians, in order to better identify and 
treat  health  issues,  ensuring  a  greater  chance  of  survival  for  crocodiles 
suffering from injury or illness. One can never know enough when caring for 
wildlife. Photo by Chris Summers. Christina Manzi carries a 

rescued American crocodile to the release point.

Photo by Karen Brodie. A great blue heron in the 
mangroves on Ambergris Caye.

Photo by Christina Manzi. Juvenile wild 
American crocodile tagged on Ambergris Caye.



LOOKING FORWARD

CLEAN FILL FOR A HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT

WATER QUALITY TESTING
Crocodiles are an indicator species, meaning the general health of the crocodile population is 
a reflection of the health of the ecosystem as a whole. Anomalies in the health of individual 
crocs  found  living  in  highly  polluted  lagoon  waters  in  close  proximity  to  town  and 
neighborhoods is of concern.  In 2019, starting towards the end of dry season and continuing 
through the beginning of rainy season, we will be monitoring the water quality of lagoon and 
sea at locations spread across the caye in an effort to identify hotspots and monitor the 
fluctuation of  water  quality  and pollutants  to  better  understand the  factors  that  may be 
affecting the crocodile’s health.

It  is  a  widely  accepted  practice  in  Belize  to  use  garbage  as  a  cheaper 
alternative to sand or dirt as fill  to create land in low-lying areas prone to 
flooding. This is obviously detrimental to the health of the environment and 
the families living in this garbage. It’s heartbreaking to see wildlife and homes 
surrounded by extremely toxic water as a result of the trash.  It’s even sadder 
to see children playing barefoot on piles of garbage, growing up thinking this 
is the norm, and they themselves becoming ticking time bombs with health 
issues bound to flare up later in life after years of such unsanitary conditions. 
While  many  factors  come  into  play  for  families  that  choose  to  use  this 
unsanitary fill  around their  homes,  low wages,  combined with high cost  of 
living, and extremely high cost of materials leave families will little choice to 
fill these areas.

Partnering with Recycle San Pedro Belize, which has graciously purchased a 
wood chipper for use during this project, we will begin collecting yard debris 
like  tree  limbs,  leaves,  grass  trimmings  and  other  vegetative  waste  to  be 
shredded and mulched. A team of volunteers will then distribute this ‘clean fill’ 
to families in need. The families will be required to assist in cleaning up their 
area prior to clean fill delivery, as no trash will be buried in this process.

It is our greatest hope that residents take us up on our offer of clean fill and 
assist  in  cleaning  their  yards,  for  the  health  of  the  environment  and  the 
community at large.

Photo by Ray Tyree. ACES kicks off its Clean Fill 
project with the donated use of a shredder 
purchased by Recycle San Pedro Belize. 
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Photo by Christina Manzi; ACES Intern Ciaran 
O’Mordha releases a yearling American crocodile 
after two months of rehabilitation from a tail wound.

WAYS  TO  G IVE

Give-In-Kind Donations
Donate supplies to help reduce 
croc-human conflicts and achieve a 
safe and harmonious coexistence

Monetary Donations
Give a one-time cash gift
Become a monthly supporter
Honor a loved one with a tributary gift

Start a Trend to Keep it Clean
Pick up trash to reduce pollution that 
can be harmful to wildlife and the 
surrounding environment

There are many ways to support ACES and help PROTECT wildlife for future generations. Please visit 
AmericanCrocodileSanctuary.com/donate for more information on protecting the FUTURE of nature. 



Thank you for a successful year!

P.O. Box 9, San Pedro, Ambergris Caye
Belize, Central America

+501-623-7920  |  +501-637-8769  
AmericanCrocodileSanctuary.org


